| there we Stand

America’s Schools in the 21 Century

Hosted by Judy Woodruff

WHERE WE STAND: AMERICA'S SCHOOLS IN THE 23" CENTURY, PREMIERING

SEPTEMBER 15 ONPBS PROVIDES AN HISTORIC ASSESSMENT OF U.S. SCHOOLS

Hosted ByJudy Woodruff Senior Correspondent fdhe NewsHouWith Jim Lehrer

New York, NY -August 19— In 1995, America’s college graduation rate west fin the world.
Ten years later, it ranked "L5As so many nations around the world continuemprove their
systems of education, America can no longer aftordnaintain the status quo. In an ever-
changing, increasingly competitive global econoisythe U.S. doing all it can to prepare its
students to win jobs and maintain a robust economy?

WHERE WE STAND: America’s Schools in the #1Century, premiering_Monday,

September 15, 2008 at 10 p.an PBS, presents a frank evaluation of our edoral system’s

strengths and weaknesses. Hosted by Judy Woo&erfiipr Correspondent fdhe NewsHour
with Jim Lehrer the documentary will visit schools throughout @han important swing state
that represents a range of socioeconomic and gegligrachool districts. The program will
feature schools in urban Cincinnati, suburban Colusnand rural Belpre.

WHERE WE STAND will introduce students, parents, teachers and adtnators
whose stories illustrate the overwhelming odds simding successes of education in America.
They include Bin Che, an educator from mainlandn@hivho teaches Mandarin in rural Ohio;
Cherese Clark, principal of a high-poverty schdnlggling under the pressure of low test scores;
and Guadalupe Medina, a student at a STEM schdoiciwfocuses on Science, Technology,

Engineering and Math), who completed her high stremuirements in two years.
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Several nationally recognized education experts laading proponents of educational
reform will put these examples in context. Theglude Geoffrey Canada, President of the

Harlem Children’s ZoneJohn Wilson, Executive Director of thiational Education Associatipn

Wendy Puriefoy, Director oPublic Education NetworkChester Finn, President of the Fordham

Institute;Rick Hess Director of Education Policy Studies, Americartétprise Institute; Michael

Rebell, Executive Director of theampaign for Educational Equjtfeachers College, Columbia

University; and Sharon Lynn Kagan, Associate DeanHolicy, Teachers College at Columbia

University.

WHERE WE STAND: America’s Schools in the 21Centuryis funded by theBill &

Melinda Gates Foundation

WHERE WE STAND: America’'s Schools in the Z1Century is a production of
WLIW. Producer is Rebecca Haggerty. Ronald Thorfsésutive Producer. Neal Shapiro is

Executive in Charge.

Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key progranoyiders for public television, bringing such acoted series
as Nature Great PerformancesAmerican MastersCharlie Rose Religion & Ethics NewsWeeklyide Angle,
Secrets of the DeadNOW With David BrancaccjoExposé Bill Moyers Journal and Cyberchaseto audiences
nationwide. As the flagship public broadcastethia New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro,afbateen
reaches millions of viewers each week, airing tlestbof American public television along with its mJocal
productions such abBlew York VoicesReel 13and Sunday Arts Thirteen extends the impact of its television
productions through educational and community @die projects — including the Teaching and Learning
Celebration — as well as Web sites and other digitadia platforms. More information can be found a

www.thirteen.org
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